
 

 

UN International Year of Co-operatives – 
Climate change can be averted and food security improved 

through the use of the co-operative model 

 

CO-OPERATIVES ARE AN OPTION TO COMBAT CLIMATE 

CHANGE AND FOOD INSECURITY 

 Co-operatives are a remedy for environmental degradation  

 Co-operatives are a remedy for food insecurity 

 Co-operatives are a remedy for reducing poverty 
 

Effects of climate change can be lessened through co-operative farming 

practices at grassroots level in sub-Saharan Africa 

A research project on “Sustainable Rural Development with Emphasis on 
Agriculture and Food Security within the Climate Change Setting (SARD-CLIMATE)” 
which was carried out at the Department of Economics and Management in the 
University of Helsinki during 2009 – 2010 involving five countries in sub-Saharan Africa 
namely, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Namibia and Zambia as well as Bangladesh, 
produced several valuable policy recommendations. The Amhara National Regional 
State (ANRS) in north-west Ethiopia was the focus of the study. The project was 
assigned and financially assisted by the Foreign Ministry of Finland’s Department of 
Development Cooperation Policy.  

The research has at its centre the warning from the Intergovernmental Panel for 

Climate Change (IPCC) that climate change will have detrimental effects on food 

security, environmental sensibility and equity. According to the findings of the 

Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change (IPPC), there is the possibility that the 

number of hungry people will increase to 380 million from 100 million by 2080.  

The burden of climate change will primarily hamper the lives of a great number of 

people in sub-Saharan Africa. This holds true also in the case of the Amhara National 

State (ANRS) in north-west Ethiopia with many informal co-operative structures of 

multi-purpose activities and where problems related to the impacts of increasing 



poverty, food insecurity and environmental degradation have been identified as the key 

problems. 

The study of the Amhara National State shows that one of the major problems related to 

the impacts of climate change is the complex land tenure and property rights system.  

Findings of the study also included that co-operatives have a significant role to play in 

combating climate change at the local level in sub-Saharan Africa. The co-operative 

model can assist in solving the growing production challenges and co-operatives can 

help in providing stability in the farming sector.     

Recommendations arising from the study included: 

 Changes in land policy are required to improve the lives of the farmers 
through privatization. 

 Developing agricultural co-operatives will help small land holders to be 
included in the market. Co-operatives need to play the role of increasing 
agricultural production while fully promoting marketing and agro-processing 
alongside other types of enterprises. There are plenty of informal community 
based co-operative associations particularly in rural areas which have the 
potential to play an important role in socio-economic development and 
poverty alleviation. 

 Improving rural tenure security is of a paramount importance to avoid 
growing poverty and Governments should formulate and implement 
economically viable land reforms policies to ensure that the farmers feel 
emotional attachment to the land they cultivate. 

 Governments should strengthen the traditional landholding institutions by 
supporting and empowering them rather than replacing them.  

 Improving small-scale farmers' income by means of equalizing the share of 
food crop and cash crop products from small-scale farmers. In order for 
agriculture to become sustainable and small-scale farmers to become 
economically viable, incomes should be distributed evenly. 

 

IYC is a channel to convey the messages of the significant role co-operatives play 

in confronting climate change, food security and tune the voices of co-operators 

especially in sub-Saharan Africa.  
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